
January  1 ,  2008  

     D E S E R T  H O P E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L …  
                            . . . A  V I S I O N  R E V I S I T E D  

 

THE  DESERT  ROAD  

4 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  E D I T I O N  

Outreach to Holocaust  Surv ivors  of  Is rael  

 ñThere are Holocaust Survivors in Israel!ò   
 

 With those few words, my life, and the lives of many others, have been forever changed.  Feeling His 

Hand reach inside and give my heart a gentle squeeze, I immediately knew I had to go to Israel and see these 

people God loved with abandon.   According to His Word, widows and orphans are the center of His heart.   
 

ñReligion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after the orphans  

and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.ò   James 1:27 
 

 January 2008 will mark the fourth anniversary of seeking out Godôs Widows, Widowers & Orphans 

from WWII, Survivors of the Holocaust.  From the moment I knew I was to go to Israel, I was anything but 

excited about it.  I didnôt want to leave the US.  But I DID want to be obedient to Godôs call.  Having turned 

Him down when I was 11 years old, I was not about to bungle it again when He gave me another chance! 
 

 Once I reached Israel, I went into my bedroom, got on my knees and unceremoniously asked God, 

ñNow what?!ò  You see, I had no money and no idea what I was supposed to do.  I only knew where I was 

supposed to be.  Just like Mary had to leave Nazareth and go to Bethlehem for the Christ to be born, I had to 

go to Israel for my Purpose to come forth.  Many of us are called to be obedient in areas not so appealing be-

fore the Lord reveals our next steps.  He just wants to know how badly you want to follow Him. 
 

 The answer I received from my question was a surprise, and a bit confusing.  The Lord clearly told me,  

ñI want you to visit the Holocaust Survivors.  I want you to hug them, kiss them, tell them you love them and 

tell them I love them too.  But donôt tell them anything more about me.ò 
 

 I heard the words clearly enough, but didnôt understand the idea of not telling them about Jesus.  So, I 

again asked a question.  ñ I donôt understand.  Arenôt we supposed to tell everyone about Yôshua?  Isnôt that 

what we are called to do?ò 
 

 In the answer that came I could hear the love and longing in His voice, with a definite ring of anticipa-

tion, ñDonôt tell them about me;  I  want to do it!!ò 
 

 Since that time, over the last four years, we have seen what God does with an outreach that is all about 

His Heart.  Even though we have a name for our ministry, it is not about making a name for ourselves, but 

simply an identification to bring about His Work.  It is all about what God wants and what He desires for His 

Survivor Orphans.  Throughout this time we have watched as God brought in the workers HE wanted, gave us 

Divine Connections HE arranged, served the Holocaust Survivors HE brought to us, followed the Visions HE 

gave us and sought to follow HIS Plan and Purposes.  As a result of this, Desert Hope International was born 

and is growing rapidly.   
 

 We consistently experience Divine Appointments, amazing provision and His Peace about carrying 

this Vision of Abba, Our Father, as far as He wants it to go.  So, what do we need most?  We need YOU.  We 

need those the Lord is calling.  Isnôt it time for you to join us as a DHI Volunteer?      
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T H E  D H I  V I S I O N -  I N  P R O G R E S S  

Desert Hope International has branches expanding into other areas, all leading back to the same rooté     
 

§ Holocaust Survivor Adoption 
§ Holocaust Survivor Humanitarian Aid 
§ Holocaust Survivor Visitation Program by Israeli nationals 
§ Handcrafted & Handpicked Projects for Welcome Packs 
§ Bezalel Blessing: Repair and renovation in homes of Holocaust Survivors 
§ Hospitality House in Israel for Volunteers, Guests, bridging Volunteers and Israeli Ministries, 

Volunteer Program through DHI & hosting a Messianic Congregation 
§ Education of the Holocaust to schools, churches, congregations & organizations 
§ An annual òNight to Celebrate Israeló with Jewish food, music, dancing and items from Israel for sale 
§ New September 27, 2008 - òCelebrate Israel Conferenceó  with classes to learn more about Israel 
§ Annual Introduction at òCelebrate Israeló of new Ministries helping Israel 
§ Volunteer Work Trips & Volunteer Training Trips to Israel 
§ Holocaust Survivor Visitation Trips to Israel 
 

We are in need of people who are wholeheartedly seeking to be a part of Godõs Great Blessings for His People.   
 

 If you have computer skills, carpentry or handyman know-how, shopping acumen, Intercessor calling, 
time on your hands, are recently retired or just love the Jewish People, we need to hear from you!  Many opportu-
nities are available for you to make a difference in the lives of the last of the Holocaust Survivors.  Time is running 
out, quickly.  When the Survivors are gone, the blessing of helping them disappears along with their last breath.   
 

 One Survivor who saw her four children murdered while on the way to a Concentration Camp had this to 
say about her Adoptive Family.  While holding the woman of her new family in a tight hug, with tears running 
down her face, she said, òGod is so good.  He has given me back a daughter!ó 
 

 Please join us in our endeavor.  Come find a smile and a hug from a Holocaust Sur-

vivor just for you.  You will never be the same againé and neither will they.   

January 08 
 

    9th-19th     Work Team joins Susan in Israel; meeting with Israeli organizations and leaders 

    31st  Susan returns along with team members from extended stay 

February  
 

   13th-26th   Alexander (Sasha) Bakulaev, DHI Field Coordinator & Russian / Israeli citizen, visiting  

                       northeastern US and Oregonï 1st time! ï LIMITED BOOKINGS! ï call today717-557-5775 

March  
 

   25th-April 5th  NEW! Volunteer Training Trip to Israel with Susan & Marianna!   Learn how to travel, 

                       shop, eat and live in Israel, visit Holocaust Survivors and see where Messiah walked! Our quota 

                       is filled for this trip, but we still have room for November 12-22, 2008.  Call- Space is limited !  

April  
       
   25th - May 13th  USA Speaking tour including PA, TX, AL, FL.  Call today 

                             to add your location and/or state to our itinerary!  
 

 

For information on the next Work / Visit Teams, or to arrange for Speaking,   

  call 717-557-5775 or email  info@deserthopeinternational.org      

Where in the World is Susan?! 

Desert Hope International relies solely on the gifts of those who have a heart to continue and          

expand this work; thus we greatly appreciate your help, prayers and support.   
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. . . GO D F O R E T O L D O F 

òT H E HO L O C A U S Tó 

I N T H E B O O K O F  
L A M E N T A T I O N S?  

 

òTH E Y S A Y T O T H E I R 
M O T H E R S, òWH E R E 

I S B R E A Dé A S T H E I R 
L I V E S E B B A W A Y I N 

T H E I R M O T H E R Sõ 
A R M Só 

 

òTH E I R S K I N H A S 
S H R I V E L E D O N T H E I R 

B O N E Séó 
 

òWE  H A V E B E C O M E 
O R P H A N S A N D 

F A T H E R L E S S. . .W E 
A R E W E A R Y A N D F I N D 

N O R E S T.ó 

D I D  Y O U  K N O W . . . 

Our Board 

Susan Heagy, President 

Marianna Esworthy, Vice President 

Kathleen Nicholson, Treasurer 

Nancy Kurtz, Director of Survivor  

       Adoptions 
 

Our Board Advisors & Intercessors 

Gary & RaJean Vawter 

Elmer Landis 

Barbara Auman Hill 

Mission Directors 

Ministry Administrators 
 

Our Adoption Coordinators  

Nancy Kurtzï PA 

Barbara Himelfarbï TX 

Wanda Heebnerï International 

T H E  D H I  V I S I O N  I N C L U D E S . . .  

What is next?  Where does the Vision go from here?  Here are a few things on our hearts... 
 

§ Purchase the Hospitality House in Akko and fulfill His Vision to be a Bridge between people and ministries. 
      We will work with other established ministries to provide Volunteers, lodging & networking within their  
      specialties to bless the Holocaust Survivors & simultaneously assist other ministries to fulfill their own calling. 
§ Working with the Israeli government to bring aid to the Holocaust Survivors and Elderly immigrants. 
§ Establish a òWarm Houseó for Holocaust Survivors, assisting in the immigration process for aliyah. 
§ Partner within other nations to establish a network of Hospitality Houses, ministering to Survivors & their 

extended families.  And when the Survivors are gone, we will use the network to help other Jews make aliyah. 
§ As YOU adopt Survivors, we want to assist you in reaching the Holocaust Survivors in your own town. 

Our Israel Field Coordinators 

Sasha            Avi  

Maria            Cheryl 

Sharril          Raphael 

Dima  

 

Our Adoptive Familiesï by location 

USA 

Australia 

Canada 

New Zealand 

 

Our Prayer and Financial  

Supporters & Encouragers 

We are blessed to receive emails and 

prayer from people around the world.  

Thank you for sacrificing to finance 

reaching Godôs Precious People. 

ñA father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in His holy dwelling. God sets the lonely in familieséò Psalm 

68:5&6 
 

 The Holocaust Survivors lost their families during WWII, many seeing them murdered before their eyes.         

We are called to bring new families, new relationships, to the Survivors of the Holocaust. 
 

ñA farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and 

ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shal-

low.  But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered...ò  Matthew 13:3-6 
 

 One Survivor told us ñMy heart is like a stone; I have no more tears.ò  This is the state of many of the Survivors.  

Their hearts are like hard, rocky ground.  We have come to give them family, to cultivate and soften the ground, to allow 

the Holy Spirit to sow His seeds of love.  Because we are the forerunners, we do not actively evangelize to the           

Survivors.  Even as Yôshua loved people before he taught them, we care for them first, relieving the loneliness and    

offering unconditional love.  We are sent to be Yôshuaôs hands that He might ñ...remove the heart of stone and give a 

heart of flesh.ò Ezekial 36:26 
 

 Godôs Heart is our reason for what we do.  His Heart longs for the restoration of the Survivors, for them to know 

how much He truly longs to take them into His arms.  We exist to bring the Orphans back into the arms of their Father. 

T H E  D H I  V I S I O Nð T H E  R E A S O N  



Texas: Desert Hope International, P.O. Box 760183, San Antonio, TX 78245  USA 

Contributions / Main Office                                                                                             
 

Kathleen Nicholson, Treasurer           kathleenn@deserthopeinternational.org                                    ph. 210-249-8401       
 

Pennsylvania: Desert Hope International, P.O. Box 3055, Shiremanstown, PA 17011  USA 

Information / Speaking Engagements                                                              
Marianna Esworthy, Vice President   mariannae@deserthopeinternational.org                                     ph. 717-557-5775 
   

Adoption Coordinators: 

Pennsylvania-       Nancy Kurtz            coordpa@deserthopeinternational.org                                       ph. 717-592-0859 

International-   Wanda Heebner           coordintl@deserthopeinternational.org                                      ph. 717-592-0859 

Texas-          Barbara Himelfarb           coordtx@deserthopeinternational.org                                        ph. 210-945-8943 
 

Executive Director / Hospitality House Director                                                               

Susan Heagy, President     susanh@deserthopeinternational.org    US  ph. 717-542-8810     ISRAEL  ph. 054-810-044 1 
 

Israel: Beit Shalom Hospitality House, 7 Yigal Yadin, Akko ISRAEL           ISRAEL ph.  04-981-0737   
                                                             beitshalom@deserthopeinternational.org          

D E S E R T H O P E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T E A M  
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All contributions and communications can be sent to the address below:  

Desert Hope International, P.O. Box 760183, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Credit/bank card donation option on our website    www.deserthopeinternational.org  

Desert Hope International is a 501(c)(3), tax-exempt, faith-based organization,  

dedicated to blessing and honoring the Holocaust Survivors and elderly Jews from WWII.  (Psalms 68:5&6)  

Other outreaches: 

¶ Beit Shalom, a House of Hospitality in northern Israel 

¶ Holocaust Survivor Adoption Program 

 

C O N TA C T  I N F O R M A T I O N  

 
Desert Hope International 

P.O. Box 760183 

San Antonio, TX 78245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to visit our website:   www.deserthopeinternational.org 
 

If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter,  contact us at  info@deserthopeinternational.org  or write to the address above.   

¶ Monthly newsletter 
 

¶ Speaking / educating to groups, churches and schools 


